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physical features of central Europe. The chapters following treat 
of the political and cultural geography of that part of Europe in six 
historical periods (ancient times and about the years iooo, 1375, 
1550, 1650, and 1770 A. D.). Each subdivision of central Europe 
has its own paragraph in the chapters on each of these periods, 
the full index giving ready access to all information. There is a 
separate chapter on the distribution and history of each of the 
bishoprics during the Middle Ages. The work abounds with curi- 
ous information, and traces the development of influences that were 
vital in their relation to the subsequent history of the people and 
their institutions. The origin of many Germanic place-names, the 
history of Germanic colonization, agriculture, the management of 
forests, the facilities for trade and transportation in the several 
epochs, are a few among the topics discussed. Prof. Kretschmer 
has written a very valuable source-book of history, and has imparted 
special interest to it for students of geography by connecting 
geographic influence with historic result. 

Studia Pontica. A Journey of Exploration in Pontus. By J. G. C. 

Anderson. 104 pp., illustrations, and p maps. No index. H. 

Lamertin, Brussels, Jpoj. 
The volume continues the descriptions previously published of 
the explorations in the central and easterly districts of Anatolia 
which the author began in 1896. His work in Pontus during the 
summer months of 1899 is recorded in this book. His purpose was 
chiefly archaeological. He succeeded in identifying some of the 
roads and ruins as of the Roman or other periods, deciphered 
inscriptions, collected pottery, and, after the manner of Ramsay, 
sought for every kind of testimony that might throw light on the 
history of Asia Minor. The perplexing problems set before archae- 
ologists would be fewer if ancient builders had labelled the sites of 
towns, as was the case at the site of Comana, where two inscrip- 
tions bearing the name of the town were built into a bridge, while 
one of them affords a means of fixing precisely the era when the 
bridge was in use. A series of nine maps shows sections of the 
routes followed among these northern mountains. The fine illus- 
trations of towns, mountains, and plains are from photographs. 

Scientific Results of a Journey in Central Asia, 1899-1002. Vol. I. 
The Tarim River. By Dr. Sven Hedin. 523 pp., 446 illustra- 
tions, 17 maps. Lithographic Institute of the General Staff of the 
Swedish Army. Stockholm, 1904. 
This volume, devoted to the Tarim River, is the first of the four 
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volumes which will contain Dr. Sven Hedin's own text descriptive 
of his latest great journey in Central Asia. Volume II will be 
given to Lop-nor; Vol. Ill to Northern and Eastern Tibet, and 
Vol. IV to Central and Western Tibet. Volumes V and VI, which 
will complete the literary portion of the work, will contain the dis- 
sertations of Dr. Hedin's colleagues concerning his observations 
and collections. Each of the four volumes written by Dr. Hedin 
will contain about 2,000 pages, and the whole work will be com- 
pleted by the Atlas, to embrace about 100 sheets, including the 
general map, in 16 sheets. 

Vol. I is a superb quarto, as the remaining volumes will be. 
The work could certainly not have been published in so admirable 
a manner without Government support or a munificent patron. 
As it is, Dr. Hedin says that the 75,000 kronor granted by the 
Swedish Parliament will not be sufficient to cover the cost of the 
work. 

The volume is a purely physico-geographical description of the 
Tarim River and its region, and is explanatory of the Atlas sheets, 
which Dr. Hedin regards as the piece de resistance of the entire 
work. It was written by the author as a topographical, morpho- 
logical, hydrographical, and orographical description of this part 
of Eastern Turkestan; and Dr. Hedin has admirably carried out 
the purpose he had in view. What Dr. Hedin desired to supply in 
his text may best be told in his own words (Geog. Jour., November, 
i9°4, P- 536): 

What I am in a position to offer to geographers and serious students of geography 
is only a faithful geographical description, rather dry, but rich perhaps in new facts 
and geographical discoveries. For this reason I have arranged my text in diarial 
form, recording each day the observations made, so that in this way the text furnishes 
•a detailed commentary, day by day and sheet by sheet, to the maps in the atlas. 
This has rendered my task easier and readier of accomplishment, and the connected 
study which, with the help of Supan's " Physische Erdkunde" and certain other 
text-books, I made whilst the journey was in progress, is thus reproduced in my 
book in its natural order and sequence of development, 

The book has no index, because, as the author explains, the first 
and second volumes, which treat of the geography of Eastern 
Turkestan, are so intimately connected that Dr. Hedin thought it 
better to give them a common index, which will be printed at the 
end of Vol. II. 

No quotations are made from other geographical literature, for 
the reason that the author found it impossible to do anything in the 
way of comparative geography, because, with his work in the field 
and the preparation of his observations for publication, he has 
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found it quite enough to write down without ornament the bare 
story of his own independent observations. 

The volume, divided into thirty chapters, treats of the Tarim 
River, the remarkable lakes beside the lower Tarim, the Cherchen 
Desert, and the Tarim delta. In other words, it deals with the 
Tarim system from Lailik to Abdal, together with the part of the 
great sandy desert situated between the lower part of the Tarim 
and the Cherchen-Daria. Dr. Hedin's description of the Tarim 
system is interrupted by an account of the desert of Cherchen, in 
order to enter upon a discussion of the desert lakes of the Tarim 
immediately after describing that river, the two subjects being 
inseparably connected. The general view of the Tarim system is 
therefore postponed to the second volume. 

The book is profusely illustrated. Most of the autotypes, which 
predominate, are particularly clear and beautiful, and are repro- 
duced from Dr. Hedin's own photographs. There are also many 
of his excellent drawings, which help the text, besides 39 litho- 
graphic plates, 17 maps, and 95 vertical sections or profiles through 
the Tarim and its tributaries, showing their depth, breadth, and 
velocity. 

The volume deals exclusively with the country and not with the 
people, but there are many groups of natives among the illustra- 
tions. Among the most conspicuous and interesting features are 
the description and the plates given to the numerous elongated and, 
in part, parallel lakes lying close to one another on the right bank 
of the Tarim — all of them fed by small channels from the river; 
and the letterpress and plates illustrating the gigantic ridges of 
sand which stretch diagonally across almost the entire Desert of 
Cherchen to the Cherchen-Daria. The sand, says Dr. Hedin, is 
arranged in waves, presenting the same appearance as the waves of 
an ocean across which a hard and steady wind is blowing. These 
and other physical problems, which Dr. Hedin treats at length, 
enhance the great interest of the volume, and supply some novel 
data for the consideration of physical geographers. 

Present-Day Japan. By Augusta M. Campbell, x and 33 r pp. , j$ 
illustrations, and index. J. B. Lippincott Company, Philadelphia, 
1904. 
The author lived for some time in Japan, travelled much with- 
out dependence upon guide or interpreter, stopped at native inns, 
and improved many opportunities to study the inner life of the 
people. Her book is, therefore, not a record of first impressions, 



